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"On the whole, Sir; 1 cannot help expressing a wish that every
member of the Convention who may still have objections to it,
would with me, on this occasion, doubt a little of his own in-
fallibility—and to make manifest our unanimity, put his name to
this instrument."
Here Wilson ceased reading, and Franklin himself moved that
the Constitution be signed by the delegates, with the form de-
vised by Gouverneur Morris.
Before debate on the motion began, Gorham proposed that,
if it was not too late, one final change be made in the Constitu-
tion. It had been felt by several of the delegates, Mason among
them, that 40,000 was a large number of citizens to be represented
by one member of the popular House of Congress. Gorham sug-
gested that this number be changed to 80,000. King of Massa-
chusetts and Carroll of Maryland seconded and supported the
motion. It is likely that all three of them, and other delegates
as well, knew that Washington favored the change.
"When the President rose," as Madison's notes record, "for
the purpose of putting the question," he said that "although his
situation**—as president—"had hitherto restrained him from offer-
ing his sentiments on questions depending in the House, and it
might be thought, ought now to impose silence on him, yet he
could not forbear expressing his wish that the alteration pro-
posed might take place. It was much to be desired that the ob-
jections to the plan recommended might be made as few as
possible— The smallness of the proportion of Representatives
had been considered by many members of the Convention, an
insufficient security for the rights & interests of the people. He
acknowledged that it had always appeared to himself among the
exceptionable parts of the plan; and late as the present moment
was for admitting amendments, he thought this of so much con-
sequence that it would give much satisfaction to see it adopted."
Without a word in opposition the motion was unanimously
agreed to. The word "forty'* was erased from the engrossed
parchment and ^thirty" crowded into its place.
But before the vote was taken on Franklin's motion there was
further discussion. Randolph had evidently been stung by those
philosophical observations on infallibility and unanimity. He now
apologized for setting up his own judgment against "the vast
majority & venerable names that would give sanction" to the

